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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1, (currently amended) A method of purchasing a product while 
maintaining anonymity of a buyer, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by a trusted third party from the buyer, an 
indicator of one of a plurality of different payment 
mothod m ethods ; 

assigning an anonymous identifier to the indicator that 
corresponds to said one of said plurality of different — fe^ 
payment niGthod i riethods ; 

populating, by the trusted third party, a digital repository 
with data that is associated with the buyer, the data including a 
buyer identification indicator, the indicator of the respec tive 
payment method, and the anonymous identifier; 

receiving, by the trusted third party from the buyer, the 
anonymous identifier as an anonymous payment method for a product 
the buyer is purchasing, the product having a total sale price; 

receiving, by the trusted third party from a seller, the 
total sale price for payment approval of the product the buyer is 
purchasing^ 

wherein said one of said p l urality of different paymen t 
methods for purchasing the product is unknown to the seller ; 
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in a querying step, querying, by the trusted third party, the 
digital repository to determine ^ ^said one of sa id plurality of 
different payment method m ethods from the received anonymous 
identifier^ 

wherein, prior to said querying of the digital repository by 
the trusted third party, said one of said pluralit y of different 

payment methods for purchasing the product is unknown to the 

trusted third party ; 

requesting, by the trusted third party, payment approval from 
a payment partner by "providing the payment partner a description 
of the respective payment method determined in the querying step 
and the total sale price; and. 

providing payment approval to the seller. 

2. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the payment partner 
is a credit processor that receives credit . approval from a credit 
approval authority. 

3, (original) The method of - Claim .1, wherein the payment partner 
is a credit approval authority. 
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4. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein tbesaid 
one of said plurality of different payment method methods is 
jre^e^one or more of a credit card, a debit card, an e- check, and 
a direct debit account . 

5. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a nickname. 

6 . (original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a one-time use code. 

7. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a unique code. 

8. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is assigned by at least one of the buyer and the 
seller. 

9. (currently amended) A method of purchasing a product while 
maintaining buyer anonymity, comprising the steps of: 
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establishing, by a trusted third party for a buyer, a 
prefunded cash account , said prejfunded cash accoun t corresponding 
to one of a plurality of different payment methods ; 

receiving, by the trusted third party from the buyer, an 

indicator of one of said plurality of different payment methods; 

assigning an anonymous ide|ntifier to. the indicator of the 
respective payment method prcf undcd canh account ; 

populating, by the trusted third party, a digital repository 
with data that is dcocriptivc — bf associated with the buyer, the 
data including a buyer identification indicator, a^i 

idcntif ication the indicator €^ of the prefunded eaoh 

Qccouat respective payment method ; and the anonymous identifier; 

receiving, by the trusted third party from the buyer, the 
anonymous identifier as an anonymous paymerft method for a product 
the buyer is purchasing, the product having a total sale price; 

receiving, by the trusted =: third party from a seller, the 

I 

total sale price for payment appir-oval of the product the buyer is 

i- 

purchasing_^ j 

wherein said one of saidi plurality- of different payment 

I, : 

methods for purchasing the product is unknown to the seller ; 

I; 

in a querying step, queryin'g, by the trusted third party, the 

i* • ^ 

digital repository to determine said one of said plurality of 
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different payment methods — prcfundcd — eaoh — OGCount f rom the 
received anonymous identifier^ 

wherein, prior to said querying of the, digital repository by 
the trusted third party, said one of said p lurality of different 

payment methods for purchasing i the product is unknown to the 

trusted third party ; and ; 

in a paying step, in the ev^nt said one of said plurality of 
different payment methods is determined to employ the prefunded 
cash account, p aying, by the trusted third party, the seller an 
amount equal to the total saje: price from the prefunded cash 
account determined in the querying step. 



10. (original) The method of- ; Claim 9, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a nickname. 

11. (original) The method of : Claim 9, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a one-time use code;. 



12. (original) The method of llclaim 9, wherein the anonymous 
identifier is a unique code. : i: 
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13. (previously presented) The | Inlet hod of i Claim 9, wherein the 

Mi i j 

paying step comprises making miqrppayments to the seller. 



i ii • 
! ii; 



14. (original) The method of| iblaim 9, jwherein the anonymous 
identifier is assigned by at I i!e:aBt one pf the buyer and the 
seller. 



i i 

; i I ■ ■ 
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(canceled) 



! 1: , 1 

24. (currently amended) A systLdtm! for purcjhasing a product while 



1 [■ 



maintaining anonymity of a buyer,!' comprising: 

means for receiving, by a trusted thirji party from the buyer, 

plurality [of different p ayment 



an indicator of one of 
met hevd met hods ; 



that, corresponds to said one of 



payment mcthod m ethods ; 

means for populating, by 
repository with data that is 



means for assigning an ancinymous identifier to the indicator 



■said plurality of different ^ ^he 



buyer, the data including a bu; 



jn i 

t|ie trusted I third party, a digital 

liii 
I 



,bbcriptivG of associated with the 



-er identification indicator, the 



indicator of the respective jjoa^V^ent methlod, and the, anonymous 
identifier; 
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means for receiving, by ^he 
buyer, the anonymous identifier :a£ 

r 

a product the buyer is purchasing 

j 

price; j 

i 

means for receiving^ by ! 

seller, the total sale price f^r 

I 

the buyer is purchasing^ ■ 

wherein said one of said 



the 



methods for purchasing the product - 



means for querying, by th^ 
repository to determine the ■ 
different p ayment me - thod — methoc 
identif ier_r_ 

wherein^ prior to said quer^; 



the trusted third party, said jp h 5 of said plurality of differen t 



payment methods for purchasing 



trusted third party ; 

means for requesting, by 



description of the respective 
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trusted third party from the 
an anonymous payment method for. 
the product having a total sale 



trusted third party from a 
payment approval of the product 



plurality ' of different payment 
is unknown to the seller; 



trusted third party, the digital 

id one of said plurality of 



s from the received anonymous 



ing of the digital repository by 



the product is unknown to the 



;the trusted third 'party, payment 



approval from a payment partneri: by providing the payment partner a 



payment method determined by the 



means for querying and the total sale price; and 

mesms for providing payment, approval to the seller 



i-9- 
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(canceled) 



43. (currently amended) A method .of purchasing a product while 



maintaining anonymity of a buyeij-, 



receiving, by a | trusted j third party from the buyer, an 
indicator of one [o_f a plv raiity of different payment 



nethods ; 



as s igning an anonymous ilde 



corresponds to said on[e of saidj plurality of different ^ fe-he— payment 



buyer-seller identifier, ead;h 



combination of the buy-er and at 



tie 



with data that is # 



ojocript 



ivQ| - e 



data including a buyer identifiQc 

I . J : : 

the respe ctiv e paymenj: method, : tie anonymqus identifier^ and the 
at least one unique biiyer-sellet Identifier? 

i 

%^by fe - ho qne of the ' at least one 



receiving , from the buyer 



jcllors seller from thfe buyer , kh 



one unique buyer -seller identif; 



laoii 
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comprising the steps of: 



ntif ier to the indicator that 



aethods ; 

assigning, by thk tmstedj tjhird party, at least one unique 



corresponding to 



unique 



l^ast one acjillQro seller ; 



populating, by tSie trusted tjhird part^, a digital repository 



f associated with the buyer , the 
tion indicator, the. indicator of 



apipropriate one of ; the at least 



iers, the appropriate one of the at 
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! 

least one unique buydr-seller 
buyer and the one of the at leaJt one - scllcrp seller ; 
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identifiers ! corresponding to the 



receiving, by th^ trusted 



the buyer is purchasing, the pr 



i 



tJhird party from the buyer, the 



anonymous identifier a^ an anonym<bus payment method for a product 



receiving, by thje trustee! third parley from a seller, the 

! I . • < 

I M ■ ■ 

total sale price for pjayment approval of the product the buyer is 



purchasing^ 



wherein said one of said 



methods for purchasing! the product is unknown to the seller; 



in a querying step, queryi: ig 



digital repository to determine 

different payment method — methods • from the received anonymous 



I 

identifier^ 

wherein, prior tj said quly y ing: of th^ digital r epositoix^by 



the trusted third parjvr said 



! 

payment methods for jpurchasin^ 



trusted third par ty; 

requesting, by tie trusted! 



a payment partner by 
of the respective payTient method 
and the total sale price; 



providing 
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duct having la total sale price; 



^fe^^e—said orje of said plurality of 



plurality • of '■ different payment 



by the trusted third party, the 



bne ofe said jplufality . of different 



the produjct is unknown to the 



• 1 ' . . 1 , ■ 

third partyL payment approval from 

the -^ipayment; par:tner: a • description 



determinejd in the querying step 
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providing payment | approval -to the sell^; 

receiving, by thi trusted third party from one of the at 
least one ocllorG selle-r , the appropriate one of the at least one 
unique buyer- seller identifiers! as a reque$t for a communication 
of a message to the buyer; and 

forwarding, by the trusted third partly, the message to the 
buyer by determining an idptity of the buyer using the 
appropriate one of ! the at I: least one) unique buyer- seller 



identifiers received ; in the Ircqucating — b%e ^ request for — the 

communication of the message tohthie buyer . | 



44, (original) The method ofe 



Claim 43,1 wherein the payment 



partner is a credit priocessor tjhat receives | credit approval from a 



credit approval authoriity. 



45. (original) The method ojf 

i ' i • 

partner is a credit apiproval authority 



46. (original) The method of Claim 43, wherein the payment method 



is at least one of a predit card, 



direct debit account. 



Claim 43,; wherein the payment 



a; debit ^rard, an e-check, and a 
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47. (original) The method of [Claim 43, V^herein fch^ anonymous 

i 

identifier is a nickname, j 



121014 



48. (original) The method of 
identifier is a one-time use coc^e 



49. (original) The method of 
identifier is a unique code. 



50- (currently amended) The 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by the trusted 
use in anonymous communicattions with 
ocllcrD seller , 

wherein the populating stetoi i comprises 



ciLaim 43, [wherein the anonymous 



C[Laim 4 3 , 



wherein the anonymous 



i method of Claim 43, further 



■thjird party, 

: i 



repository with the e-mail add::^ss, and the message forwarded to 
the buyer is an e-mail message ^e;nt to the e-mail addre:ss. 



an e-mail 



laddress for 



the at least one 



populating ;the digital 



51. (original) The method of 
identifier is assigned by at 
trusted third party. 
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ii 



: CJlaim 43, 
I 

ijeast one 
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wherein the anonymous 

i . 

of the . buyer and the 
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52. (currently amended) A methdd of purchjas 
maintaining anonymity of a buyer,; bomprising 

receiving, from a buyer/, 
anonymous identifier indicating a 
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anonymou 



an 

selected 



buyer , the selected payment method being one of a plurality o f 



different payment methods for purjc 



hasing a product ; 



retrieving a description of i the se 
a database_^ 

wherein, prior to said retrieving of s 



lected payment method from 



selected payment method from said database 



method for purchasing the product 



is unlcnowr 



receiving a payment approval request fif-om a seller^ 

wherein the selected payment methoci for \pur chasing the 



product is unknown to ithe seller ; land 



controlling payment to the jseller usirjg the selected payment 
method. 



ing a product while 
the steps of: 

s identifier, the 
payment method by the 



aid description of the 



the selected payment 
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